Protest One
My fi rst protest is directed in the fi rst place against the assumption that 'the Christ of faith' is a perversion of 'the historical Jesus'; that faith is something which prevents a clear historical view of Jesus. Th e objective of the fi rst phase of the Quest was to fi nd the man behind the dogma, the historical Jesus, the real Jesus. Th e assumption was that the real Jesus must have been diff erent from the Christ of faith. Th e real Jesus was obscured by layers of faith and dogma, hidden behind the Christ of the creeds, the God-man, the second person of the Trinity, the Pantocrator, like an original masterpiece obscured by layers of later 'improvements' and centuries of pollution. Th e Quest was motivated by the conviction that these layers of dogma could be stripped away to reveal a more human Jesus, a Jesus more believable by 'modern man. ' Th e fi rst to pose the antithesis between the historical Jesus and the Christ of faith in these terms was D. F. Strauss 2 in his sharp critique of Schleiermacher's Life of Jesus.
3 Schleiermacher's lectures had been based primarily on John's Gospel, particularly the discourses of Jesus in that Gospel, and had been delivered thirty-two years earlier, prior to Strauss's own Life of Jesus in which Strauss had seriously questioned the historical value of the Johannine discourses.
4 So Strauss's reaction to the publication of Schleiermacher's lectures was predictable.
Schleiermacher's Christology is a last attempt to make the churchly Christ acceptable to the modern world. . . . Schleiermacher's Christ is as little a real man as is the Christ of the church. Th e illusion . . . that Jesus could have been a man in the full sense and still as a single person stand above the whole of humanity, is the chain which still blocks the harbour of Christian theology against the open sea of rational science. Th e ideal of the dogmatic Christ on the one hand and the historical Jesus of Nazareth on the other are separated forever.
5
Strauss, then, marks the beginning of the devaluation of the historical value of John's gospel which has been a principal feature of the Quest for well over a century. And the critical determinant was that John's gospel expressed so clearly the developed faith of the early church: John presents the Christ of faith rather than the Jesus of history.
If Strauss insisted that John should be placed on the faith side of the history/faith divide, the later nineteenth-century liberals were equally insistent that Paul should be placed on the same side. According to Adolf Harnack, Jesus had preached a simple gospel centered on the
